Catfish 

Volume 65
Andrew Bushard

Reviews

Books

Acuff, Jon

2021: Soundtracks: The Surprising Solution to Overthinking.  Ada, MI: Baker Books.
I have applied insights from Acuff’s other books, so I am hoping this book will help too.  In fact, Acuff urges us to apply insights.  This book entertained me and it gave me something to apply.  

This book seems to contradict forms of Christianity, such as Calvinism, since it recommends positive affirmations.  I know a Calvinist church that offers affirmations like “We’re all broken people” and “There is nothing good in us” which differ from Acuff’s affirmations here.  I wonder how he reconciles this.  

Furthermore, since he recommends affirmations, it makes me wonder when do Christians pray and when do Christians do affirmations?  Do prayers and affirmations have different theological foundations?

I loved the act of reading this book and I trust in some way, shape, and form, when I apply this book’s insights, it will help me achieve my Goals.

Alcorn, Randy

2019: Giving Is the Good Life: The Unexpected Path to Purpose and Joy.  USA: Compassion Books.


The book persuades the reader to give.


It does have flaws:
1. Randy Alcorn did not reflect on the nature of charity.  Robert Greenleaf’s Teacher as Servant: a Parable cautioned us to reconsider charity, because charity creates power dynamics between the giver and the receiver (i.e. charity causes the giver to dominate the receiver).  Alcorn did not address the power dynamics of giving, but instead reinforced these power dynamics.

2. Randy Alcorn guilt trips the reader.

3. Randy Alcorn exaggerates.  For example, he cited an article that claimed 95% of the world is illiterate.  In reality, Google, World in Data, and Vox note world literacy nears 86%.  Alcorn’s writing seems to reek of ethnocentrism and racism in these assessments, because he is suggesting “those non-white people countries are so backwards, they can’t read.”  Nope.  My African friends speak multiple languages (African languages, English, and/or French), so they are not illiterate.

Besides these flaws, this book persuades the reader to approve of the merits of giving.
Barker, Dan


2008: Godless: How an Evangelical Preacher Became One of America's Leading Atheists.  Berkeley, CA: Ulysses Press.
Dan Barker and the organization he leads, Freedom From Religion Foundation, takes things farther than I do, yet their criticisms of organized religion have validity.  I love Freedom from Religion’s Foundation’s State/church Separation work.

This book engrossed me.  I preferred the parts that discussed his background as well as Freedom From Religion Foundation activities over the parts that argued against the existence of God.  I believe in God, yet Barker’s biblical criticism persuades me.  So I don’t see a need to argue for atheism like he does, yet I see a need to denounce organized religion and I see a need to advance State/church Separation.
I got this book on interlibrary loan and the library allows 3 weeks and does not permit interlibrary renewals.  So I feared I would have to rush through this big book.  But due to how the writing and the story engages the reader as well as my desired to complete the book as soon as possible, I finished the book in about a week, and returned it, so more people can read this message.

Michalowicz, Mike


2020: Fix This Next: Make the Vital Change That Will Level Up Your Business.  New York: Penguin Publishing Group.
It seems like 90% or more of Business books offer advice that doesn’t work for me.  This book represents Business books gold, since Michalowicz’s advice did improve the lot of my Small Business.  The chapter about what he calls Lifestyle Congruence transformed my pricing strategy, so kindly check this out.

Furthermore, Michalowicz rocks at writing, so he entertains you as you learn these insights.  This book engrosses you.  You may not believe Business books can engross you, but this book can!

Props to Mike Michalowicz!
